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Think differently, think positively
The pandemic taught us our outside spaces are
crucial for physical and mental health. Faversham is
the beating heart of our community, and the
surrounding countryside is a vital component.
Faversham is currently undergoing massive
development, doubling in size and soon to be
hosting the UK’s largest solar park.
Now that permission has been granted for the solar
park, many of us in the local community are working
hard to engage positively with all stakeholders and
seek the best outcomes for Faversham and
surrounding communities.

Background
In 2018 the Cleve Hill Solar Park plans
were announced. The proposal for
the biggest solar park in UK history
drew much attention, but the chance
to ensure that the local community
could also benefit was lost.
At the same time, central
government has required local
authorities to deliver large amounts
of new housing. The current Local
Plan will see the town of Faversham
roughly doubling in size with the
addition of 8700 homes over the next
fifteen years.

To
maximise
positive
opportunity
and
collaboration, we are proposing a “community
corridor”, a path passing through the countryside from Faversham towards Whitstable.

The corridor will provide local people a safe and healthy way to enjoy the great outdoors. The
route (see appendix) would be fully accessible allowing walkers, cyclists, wheelchair users and
those with prams and buggies a dedicated route between Faversham, Seasalter and
Whitstable through the Cleve Hill Solar Park, delivering long-lasting benefits for everyone.
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Our Objectives
We want to work collaboratively with all stakeholders to ensure that there is some gain
for the local community. There is an opportunity to ensure that the public spaces within
the solar park development are designed with community involvement. In our view this
will not only provide a more fulfilling and useable space but will also help alleviate the over
development in the local area by giving access to outdoor spaces for local people.
Our proposal is simple, we want to:
Deliver a lasting legacy for
our community

This is an incredible once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
provide a transport link and a place to exercise between
towns that can be enjoyed for generations to come.
The benefits of improving health and providing
opportunities to appreciate our natural environment will
have a lasting impact.

Connect Faversham,
Seasalter and Whitstable

The Community Corridor will provide a direct and safe
transport link for walkers and cyclists between Faversham,
Seasalter and Whitstable. In addition, this route will provide
an important local amenity and join with Cleve Hill Solar Park
in helping to reduce carbon emissions and create an
environment for everyone to enjoy.

Create a safer alternative
for walkers and cyclists

The existing road route between Graveney and Seasalter has
no pavements - walkers and cyclists have to share this
narrow road with cars and heavy goods vehicles, which will
increase substantially as the solar park is developed.
The Community Corridor will provide safe passage between
Faversham and Seasalter, allowing for an increase in the
number of walkers and cyclists either commuting or
exercising in this location, including young children, the
elderly and disabled.

Help people engage with
the natural environment

The Community Corridor will increase access to the unique
environment of Graveney Marshes and the Swale estuary home to thousands of wildfowl and waders in winter, and
some very special flora and fauna in summer.
This represents an unrivalled opportunity to provide people
with safe and managed access to an area of rich wildlife and
support an appreciation of nature in Kent.

Work collaboratively

We believe in working inclusively with all stakeholders and
potential users of the development, while we build the case
for the Community Corridor.
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How we’ll do it:
Having input into the
design of the footpath
areas and other areas that
are not designated for
solar panels

We want to enhance the experience for users of the paths
throughout the site, we are looking at possible art
installations, local history story boards, solar power
information/statistics and community garden areas.

Upgrading the paths for
multiuser purposes

We want to ensure that the surfaces and gates are sufficient
for walkers, wheelchairs, pushchairs and bikes

Creating a trust to look
after these areas

We are proposing sufficient funds are put in place to ensure
the community corridor is maintained over the 40-year life
of the solar park

Involving local schools in
the design

We see the next generation as an integral part and want to
get them involved in the design process e.g. finding out
about the history of the site and designing history boards
and art installations

Challenging the decisions
that have been made by
the developer to date and
offering an alternative

Spotlighting the difference between a local planning
application and a plan of national significance. i.e. nothing
given back to the community (compared to when the
substation was built in 2006

Working with local wildlife
organisations and planting
specialists

We want to make sure that we enhance the area
appropriately so that not only can wildlife be maintained but
also it can thrive
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The Focus
We have identified the Cleve Hill community orchard site plus another site at Nagden which,
with the creation of the community corridor trust, could be managed by the community for
the community. This also includes the footway going north from Nagden to the sea wall but
not the Saxon Shore Way. We see one of the biggest challenges is funding. By creating the
trust this will secure the legacy for the duration of the solar farm’s existence.
The Community Corridor Trust overview of involvement, contributions and donations include:
• An initial six figure sum donated by the developer, we will match fund it with support
from local/national trusts and charities
• A bursary contribution for a student in the village to study at university
• A yearly contribution linked to profit from the company to the Trust
• Six Trustees this will include:
o One trustee from Graveney and Goodnestone.
o One from Faversham
o One from Seasalter/Whitstable
o One from Quinbrook
Making it accessible for everyone
Our vision is to bring the community together be it young,
old, walkers, cyclists, wheelchair users and those with
prams and buggies. We have reached out to a charity
called ‘Wheels for Wellbeing’ who are helping us with
ideas for more user-friendly gates and developing how the access can be improved for
disabled people. A fantastic example of how a multiuser path has been made accessible is
the Great Stour Way from Canterbury to Chartham (Great Stour way - Explore Kent).
Setting a national benchmark
Our vision is to have the arteries taking the pressure off of the
heart of Faversham. Our proposal has the potential to be
replicated on a national scale and is a great opportunity to set a
benchmark to all prospective developers, be it commercial or
residential to give back to their immediate local community.
We are fortunate to have national cycle route 1 go through
Faversham and our long-term goal is to join up the community
corridor at Nagden with the current footpath and cycleway past
the creek onwards through the sewage works and to Abbey Fields.
In addition we would like to see a connection to the Natural
England Coast path from Seasalter to Whitstable on the other side
(whitstable-iwade-overview.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk).
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The Cleve Hill Community Project
Our proposal includes the community engaging in the design process and implementation
with ideas for planting, chestnut fencing, history boards, information boards and seating that
takes in the views. The initial idea came from the previous developer. We think we can
improve this concept.

Cleve Hill looking Southwest

Cleve Hill looking North

Cleve Hill looking South

The bridges at Cleve Hill looking North

This would be an additional link to provide multiple options when walking around or through
the site, via the new permissive footpath to the west of the substation and encouraging more
circular route options to take by foot (and an opportunity for a pint at the Four Horseshoes
Pub).
The Nagden Community Project
The footpath/cycleway can be re-routed on the eastern side of the horse paddock linking to
the pathway just north of Nagden barn.
• We can enhance this area with a touch of imagination and community involvement.
• We have sought ideas from Kent Creative Coast of how we can take this concept
forward.

Nagden looking East

Nagden looking Southeast
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Some examples of outdoor pathway sculptures
Outdoor sculptures break up the landscape along the path, giving more interest for users,
which would otherwise be high fencing surrounding solar panels. It is also a natural link to
the creativity of the Kent Creative Coast and supports tourism in the area.

Tapping into the history of Graveney Marsh
One thing our campaign has noted is the disconnect with the next generation when it comes
to planning for the future. How can we get them involved in shaping it for the future?
This site has an abundance of history, from the last battle of the Sportsman to the flood of
1953. Sparking the kids’ imaginations through working with the developer to design
information boards that tell the stories of this great bit of land, how the landscape is managed,
and the science of the projects is a great way to engage locals.
We have developed relationships with local schools who value the benefits of what we are
trying to achieve for the next generation and everyone. It would be great if we could have a
competition for the design of history boards or art installations where we could offer e.g. an
electric bike/scooter as a prize funded by the developer in keeping with their green
credentials.
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Examples of information boards

Learn from other successful industrial landscape projects
Betteshanger Coal Mine - an example of taking back control of the industrial legacy and
how it has embraced a forward-thinking view
Dungeness Nuclear Power Station - the cycle routes here have already increased local
tourism in an extremely sensitive site

Cleve Hill Solar Park – access and tourism can go hand in hand in a progressive way to build
for a greener future for Faversham and surrounding areas
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The policy case for support is clear
In the Solar Park development plans the Environment
Give priority
Statement describes (section 14.1.4 Policy Context) how the
to pedestrians
Development must consider policy from national to local level
and cyclists.
and sets out six relevant policies that were considered (see
below). With regard to pedestrians and cyclists vs vehicles,
the developer’s own assessment of the relevant policies clearly shows that pedestrians and
cyclists must be a key consideration:
National Planning Policy Framework
The National Planning Policy Framework states that developers
A safer road, footway
should make pedestrians and cyclists a priority. Paragraph 110
and cycleway network
of the NPPF states applications for development should:
• Give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements, both
within the scheme and with neighbouring areas
• Address the needs of people with disabilities and
reduced mobility in relation to all modes of transport
• Create places that are safe, secure and attractive – which minimise the scope for
conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles, avoid unnecessary street clutter
and respond to local character and design standards
(Environmental Statement, Chapter 14, para 47, page 14-28)

Kent County Council
Kent County Council Fourth Local Transport Plan - Growth without Gridlock 2016 – 2031
includes five outcome policies for transport including:
• Outcome 3: Safer travel Policy: Provide a safer road, footway and cycleway network
to reduce the likelihood of casualties and encourage other transport providers to
improve safety on their networks.
(Environmental Statement, Chapter 14, para 53, page 14-29)

Kent County Council’s Countryside and Coastal Improvements Plan includes cyclists,
pedestrians and equestrians:
• The Countryside and Coastal Improvements Plan sets out
Improve
KCC’s ambitions to improve accessibility for pedestrians,
accessibility
cyclists and equestrians to the Kent countryside. This
includes a range of objectives and aims relating the
following vision
• To help the Kent economy to grow
• To tackle disadvantage
• To put the citizen in control
(Environmental Statement, Chapter 14, para 62, page 14-31)

Kent County Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2018 –
2028 focuses on Public Rights of Way (PROW) and highlights how
walking and cycling is a key component of this:
“The PROW network is required to evolve not to only withstand
the pressures from increased use but also to provide a high-quality
facility to encourage a modal shift to walking and cycling; in this

A modal shift
to walking
and cycling
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way the PROW network is a key contributor to getting people out of their cars to take on more
active travel for everyday journeys and for recreation and leisure”.
(See ROWIP page 6)

Other relevant points in the plan include:
“In March 2018 the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) published new
guidance relating to the importance of physical activity in the local environment and how the
PROW and cycle network and public open space can help facilitate active lifestyles”.
(See ROWIP page 13)

“In line with previous Sustrans research, we found that use of cycle path / tracks was higher
amongst males (33%) when compared to females (22%). Sustrans have identified the need to
provide cycle paths / tracks separated from traffic to get more women cycling”.
(See ROWIP page 14)

Swale Borough Council
The Swale Local Plan (July 2017) - Bearing Fruits 2031 sets out the vision and overall
development strategy for the surrounding area and how it will be achieved for the period
from 2014-2031. This covers policies for sustainable transport which include:
6. Achieve alternative access to all services through promoting access to sustainable forms of
transport particularly bus, cycling and rail transport and improving interchange between them
from the earliest stages of development.
7. Provide integrated walking and cycling routes to link existing and new communities with
local services and facilities, public transport and the Green Grid network.
(Environmental Statement, Chapter 14, para 56, page 14-30)

In Chapter 13 the developer’s Environmental
Statement considers the Tourism Economy and
points out that alongside walking, cycling is one
of the main tourist activities in and around the
Recreation Core Study Area. It goes on to
suggest that renewable energy installations
could have a positive effect on tourism: “the
positive effects of renewable energy
infrastructure on the tourism economy through
eco-tourism both within the UK and
internationally as well as examples of new
attractions built around renewable energy infrastructure such as the Wunsiedler Way in
Germany. Consultations with residents in areas that have seen significant wind farm
development in Wales (Neath Port Talbot and Rhondda Cynon Taff) suggest that businesses
and residents see potential for using renewable energy developments to market the local
area as a centres for renewable energy, working them into local Destination Management
Plans”.
(Environmental Statement, Chapter 13, para 193, page 13-33)
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Existing support for cyclists is key
As the developer’s Environmental
Statement points out, the area is rich
in provision for cycle routes,
footpaths and is part of the
proposed England Coast Path:
“National Cycle Network (NCN)
Route 1, from Dover to Shetland,
passes the outskirts of the site and
would have direct visibility of the
Development from some locations.
Public
footpaths
cross
the
Development at three locations. One
passes from Nagden northwards
towards the sea wall, another
crosses south-west to northeast across
the southeastern part of the Development and then further to the north it crosses the existing
access road to Cleve Hill Substation close to the junction with Seasalter Road. The Saxon Shore
Way is a popular coastal walk that runs from west of the Development to Whitstable, running
around the western and northern perimeter of the Development site, and this will be part of
the England Coast Path, if approved by the Secretary of State”.
(Environmental Statement, Chapter 13, para 90, page 13-18)

The Non-Motorised User Survey (NMU) examined various locations within the area and the
results are shown in Chapter 14 of the Environment Statement page 14-42. The location that
is relevant to cyclists is ‘Link 4 – Seasalter Rd (NCN Route 1). This showed that cyclists are by
the far the largest group of users with 150 out of the 166 recorded activities being cyclists.
The National Cycle Network Route 1 is already a vibrant and well used route. Sustrans
describes Route 1 as:
• One of the National Cycle Network’s star routes: a long-distance challenge that
connects Dover in the south of England to the Shetland Islands to the northeast of
Scotland. This epic cycle journey will appeal to anyone looking to stretch their legs,
test their limits and see the beautiful scenery of the British Isles.
• The whole of Route 1 is stunning, from the fantastic views of the famous White Cliffs
of Dover to the wild mountain scenery of Scotland.
• Along the way, you’ll get the chance to experience some of the UK’s cultural and
natural highlights. These include the Sutton Hoo Anglo-Saxon burial ground, the
Norfolk Broads wetlands and Canterbury Cathedral.
• Route 1 hugs the east coast for much of its length, offering you fantastic views of
dramatic coastline and castles.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/find-a-route-on-the-national-cycle-network/route-1/

A missed opportunity to support the local community
As the description above of The National Cycle Network Route 1 highlights, the route hugs
the east coast for much of its length, but at Cleve Hill there is a missed opportunity. Currently
the route follows the sea wall from Faversham in a north-easterly direction, but then at
Nagden it heads south-east inland along Sandbanks Road and Seasalter Road.
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A new cycle route
A better option would be for the route to continue northwards from Nagden, crossing through
the proposed development and carrying along the current footpath until it hits the coast
(appendix A) and then to progress eastwards along the sea wall towards Seasalter.
As I previously pointed out in my first Written Submission:
• Other options include utilising some off the existing farm tracks to divert that cycle
path so that an off-road route can be created from Faversham to Seasalter. A network
of paths and tracks could provide an asset to the local area and encourage families
from both Faversham and Seasalter as well as from further afield to visit the area, in
line with local policy to support tourism.
• Opening up the land to such uses will be invaluable and will encourage wildlife
exploration, fitness, tourism and wellbeing. It is an opportunity that should not be
missed.
• And with one of the big issues locally being the effect on the local roads of the through
traffic during construction and potentially ongoing, this is an opportunity to keep our
cyclists safe without them needing to use that main road (which is currently part of
the national cycle infrastructure)
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010085/EN010085-000671-Brian%20Jefferys%20%20Deadline%202%20Submission%20-%20WR.pdf

In addition, the Written Submission also made proposals to use the existing commonly used
farm tracks as the basis for a new cycle route: “an access route which has been used for many,
many years by locals, walkers and cyclists”.
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The proposal:
• Upgrade the existing farm
access track including the
section from the sluice going
towards Seasalter on the south
side of the dyke on the north of
the site. There are already farm
tracks and paths throughout
the site and the layout of the
panels also lends itself to this
option
• This gives a variety of different
circular routes for people of all
abilities. Swale Borough Council
is currently undertaking a review
into cycle access throughout the borough, and this could be a way of vastly improving
the cycle network and making it safer, at zero cost to the council and ultimately the
taxpayer. It is also important to make sure that it is accessible to all including the
disabled and therefore the gates need to be suitable for this group as well as cyclists
and walkers. With advice and guidance being given by Wheels For Wellbeing. A charity
that specifically looks into finding solution for less abled bodied people.
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/ploads/projects/EN010085/EN010085-000671Brian%20Jefferys%20%20Deadline%202%20Submission%20-%20WR.pdf

Plans of National Significance versus Local Planning
As a community we have had experience of a similar large infrastructure development
whereby the substation on Cleve Hill was built under local planning in 2006. The developer
at the time, London Array, had to follow so many more guidelines in relation to getting their
plan approved because it was done under local planning. This has not been the case with
the Solar Park which was a plan of national significance and so effectively bypassed local
planning.
The question that needs to be asked is, why does a plan of national significance culminating
in one of the UK’s largest infrastructure projects not have to adhere to local planning
concepts and therefore there is nothing given back to the community in the same way. It is
clear that Government policy regarding the building of huge solar farms is not fit for purpose
and needs to be reviewed.
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Correspondence from the new developer, Quinbrook
We have had initial positive contact from the new developer, who are looking to sensitively
deliver the project in conjunction with the local community. We feel as a community that this
is a really encouraging step forward and we want to present this to them and work
collaboratively with them in getting this incorporated into the plans. These are our new
neighbours, and we are all custodians of this great land. We must all work together to get a
solution so that everyone can benefit.
Extract from stakeholder letter (November 2021) below:

The uniqueness of this project
This is a project that has not been seen in this country before on this huge scale. As a
community we are effectively guinea pigs, and we are at the mercy of outdated government
policy. We have highlighted the difference between local planning and plans of national
significance and this has huge significance for projects across the country over the coming
years that could be of this size and magnitude.
Highlighted in our research is the obvious wildlife protections i.e., RAMSAR and SSSI sites
that surround a small element of our proposed route. It has been suggested that you can’t
have a cycleway going through these protected areas. However, after doing extensive
mapping research it is clear that we already have a cycleway from Faversham to Nagden
next to the Creek which goes through an SSSI and RAMSAR site. Another great example of
this is the cycleway between Reculver and Minnis Bay, further along the coast of North Kent.
These are just two highlighted locally to us but nationally there are significantly more. We
can learn from how these situations have benefited humans and wildlife and manage it
sensitively.
By giving people access to these special areas it will in turn ensure that those people want
to take care of it and protect it more.
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The summary of benefits are:
The Community

Graveney & Goodnestone
• Currently there is nothing on the table for the
community in return for having this solar park on our
doorstep.
• We want this project to nurture community spirit,
and provide an opportunity for parishioners to get
involved in design, management etc
• To be able to access and enjoy the spaces around the
village
• To have a good relationship with our neighbours for
the next 40 years
• With the help of the community corridor trust, we
aim to enhance other areas of the villages.
Faversham
• Having the space to get out of the suburbs and into
the open spaces
• Safe routes for walking and cycling joining Faversham
with its nearest beach
• Getting out into the countryside without having to
use your car
• Improving the existing footpath and cycleway from
Abbey Fields to Nagden.
Seasalter & Whitstable
•

•
The Developer

•
•
•

Kent Wildlife Trust

•

A steppingstone in which to link Seasalter and Whitstable
with Natural England’s proposed new route between
these two places.
Access to the countryside in a safe way

Having good relations with the communities around
it Getting involved with the community
Green initiatives fit well with the solar park’s
environmental contribution
As this is a unique project, with an opportunity to get
a great design and community outcome that can be
replicated with other projects in the future
This project supports Kent Wildlife Trust’s mission
statement by encouraging people to get out into the
natural environment, giving them input into it to
ensure they look after it and with the additional
advantage that they don’t need to use their cars
“We work to help organisations, people and communities
connect to nature and care for our natural places”
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Appendix A: The Proposed Route/s
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Appendix B: Our supporters
British Cycling
“Thank you Brian for all your hard work and effort on behalf of your
community. British Cycling fully support your proposals and were this
solar farm to be granted planning permission and go ahead without the
enhancements to public access that you propose it would be a huge
missed opportunity and almost impossible to retrofit a solution. Developments of this scale
should be forced to think much harder about the benefits to the local community and access
that can be enjoyed by a whole family is crucial. Shared routes that are appropriate for cycling
provide equitable access that means more people benefit. This is especially important if the
local community are hostile to the development and permission for it goes ahead despite
their concerns. I hope that the decision makers locally and in national government will give
due thought to Brian’s proposal and ensure that if this development goes ahead, generations
to come benefit not just from clean energy but also from improved access to a beautiful
coastal area.” In addition, Luke Anderson – Cycling Delivery Manager, South East, has been
working with colleagues in other organisations who have pledged their support for the
project: “I met with some partnership colleagues from KCC today, and those from the
Highways and Active Travel teams were well aware of your work and fully support the project.
I’m due to meet with Swale council in the next fortnight, so I’ll make sure it’s on the agenda
there too.”
Kent Active Travel
This scheme rightly picks out the massive opportunity to open a new coastal active travel
route alongside this flagship infrastructure development. We are a consortium of volunteer
active travel groups engaged in working with councils, landowners and infrastructure projects
with the aim of enabling more people to walk and cycle. We understand that active travel is
good for the individual’s health in mind and body as well as the wider environment as it
reduces traffic and the resulting congestion and pollution. As such we fully endorse and
support this initiative and believe that in this particular location it brings the additional
benefits of connecting two important locations - Faversham and Whitstable while opening an
important section of the coastline. When the time comes, we will be happy to draw in our
active travel expertise to support the design reviews to ensure the implemented solution
works and is safe for all users
San Fairy Ann Cycling Club, Natalie Ceeney CBE, Chair
SFACC are very appreciative of the work of Brian and all involved in the
Faversham Community Corridor proposals. As a long-established Kent cycling
club with over 450 members celebrating their centenary in 2022, we see this a
huge opportunity to enhance the current provision for cycling and active travel
on the north Kent coast providing accessibility for all. The thorough appraisal of the existing
provision and opportunities the project could delivery including the upgrading of National
Cycle Route 1 is excellent. SFACC wholeheartedly endorse the proposal and would welcome
contributing their further support as required.
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Wheels for Wellbeing, Heidi Russenberger, Campaigns & Policy
Officer
Wheels for Wellbeing supports the proposed Solar Cycle Way
between Faversham, Seasalter, and Whitstable. Safe and
accessible cycling infrastructure is vital to enabling more Disabled people to experience the
joy of cycling. Access to cycling has numerous physical and mental health benefits, which can
be particularly valuable for Disabled people. Cycling has been linked to reduced risk of a range
of illnesses including cardiovascular disease, and Type II diabetes. Physical exercise improves
cardiorespiratory fitness, body composition, disease risk factors, and mental health and
wellbeing. Social activities, such as cycling with friends or family, and spending time in ‘green’
and ‘blue’ spaces has been shown to reduce loneliness, stress, and depression, and to support
mental wellbeing. Disabled people are 50% less likely to achieve the 150 minutes of moderate
exercise per week recommended by the Chief Medical Officer. They are more likely to
experience loneliness, and frequently suffer from physical and mental comorbidities as a
result of lack of access to exercise. As a non-weight bearing, cardiovascular exercise which
can create opportunities for sociability, cycling is particularly suited to Disabled people. The
proposed route around the Solar Cycle Way is likely to meet many of the needs of Disabled
cyclists, particularly those who are less confident or experienced. It is flat, separate from
traffic, and runs through a green and blue space, making it suitable for leisure trips for cyclists
of all abilities as well as for travelling safely between Faversham, Seasalter, and Whitstable.
Rich Lehmann, Councillor, KCC Swale East
Rich is very supportive of the opportunity to improve and enhance cycling and
walking where we can, including this initiative. He has been campaigning hard to
get the relevant people within KCC to get involved with the project, including the
rights of way officer. We organised a site visit with him and other relevant parties
to discuss further.
Mike Hill OBE, Cabinet Member for Community and Regulatory Services,
KCC
“The broad aim of your proposal very much reflects the County Council’s
policies to make greater provision for off road cycling and riding as set out
in the Rights of Way Improvement Plan and Active Travel Strategy”. Mike
also confirmed that the KCC may be in a position, given the public benefit, to take on some of
the obligations relating to ongoing maintenance/inspection.
Alistair Gould, Boughton and Courtenay Green Party Councillor, Swale Borough Council
Alistair has written to reinforce his support for the cycle improvements
should the solar park go ahead: “Thank you for your proposal, I think it is
well argued and presented , and am willing to support it, with the obvious
reservation that I would not want the solar park to go ahead, but if it does,
I agree there should be as much benefit to the local community as possible. It would be even
better if we could have those off-road routes over open countryside.”
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Simon Pratt, Head of Network Development, England South, SUSTRANS
“I agree that Route 1 between Faversham and Seasalter could be
improved and your proposals fit very well with our ambitions to
increase the proportion of traffic-free route on the NCN. Sustrans is therefore very happy to
support your proposals and I would ask you to keep us posted on developments.”
Spokes
Matthew Banbury wrote a letter of support on behalf of the SPOKES East
Kent Cycling Campaign Committee: “The most interesting aspect of your
proposed scheme to SPOKES is it would significantly contribute to
connecting Whitstable to Graveney and Faversham via a motor traffic free
route. It would be complementary to the Whitstable to Seasalter route proposed by
Canterbury City Council District Transport Strategy 2014-31. Although even if that were not
to go ahead, the scheme proposed by you would solve what is currently the most dangerous
part of the current route that a person on a bike would take between Faversham and
Whitstable.
Helen Whately MP for Faversham and Mid Kent
“Thank you for contacting me about the plans for a cycle
path around the Cleve Hill solar plant. I apologise for the
delay in responding. I remember you raised this with me last year ahead of the development
getting approval. At the time, my focus was on trying to stop the development from going
ahead and I am now doing everything possible to help mitigate the impact of the
development on the local community. I’m grateful to you for updating me on the plans for a
new cycle path as part of the development. I’m really pleased to see this is something you
are taking forward. I would be happy to take this up with Kent County Council – who have
responsibility for public rights of ways – and encourage them to support the project.”
Rosie Duffield MP for Canterbury, Whitstable and Villages
Via her office, Rosie has said: “As you may be aware Rosie has been
campaigning strongly for better walking and cycling facilities in Canterbury
and Whitstable. This would help tackle the climate emergency as well as
promote better public health, improved air quality and reduced traffic
congestion. Rosie supports in outline the proposals you make for the cycling and walking
network which crosses the boundary between the Faversham and Canterbury and Whitstable
constituencies. As nearly all the Cleve Hill site and your home address are both in the
Faversham constituency this is, in accordance with Parliamentary convention, a matter in the
first place for your local MP Helen Whately. However, Rosie has a proper interest as part of
the proposed new network is in her constituency. She would like to note at this early stage
that it will be important to link your proposals to improvements to the cycle route from
Seasalter to Whitstable. At the moment this route follows the road which carries heavy
volumes of traffic. There is a plan for a new cycle route from Seasalter to Whitstable in the
Canterbury District Transport Strategy but no date for implementation nor any allocated
funds. But this part of the route would become more popular if there is increased cycle use
to the west. Rosie wishes you every success with your proposals and would be grateful if you
would keep her office informed about future developments, particularly the response from
the developers of the solar park.”
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Ashley Clarke, Seasalter Councillor, Conservative Party
“Cycling has proliferated and has almost gone off the scale,
particularly along that route. There are quite a lot of bends
there and people will drive faster than is safe. It is an accident waiting to happen and anything
that separates cyclists from motor vehicles has got to be a good thing.”
Graveney Parish Council
Graveney parish council have been supportive of the scheme and
have worked collaboratively with us by sending a concise message
to the developer. They can see the prospective benefits of the Solar
Cycleway and Community Corridor project for the Parish.
Faversham Town Council
The support we have had from Alison Reynolds, the honourable town
Mayor, has been fantastic. Faversham Town Council could see the merits
of the idea from the formative stages of the plan. With the likes of Julian
Saunders and Chris Kavanagh amongst others, with different party
affiliations, voting in support of our scheme.
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School
Members of the QEGS community have shown a keen interest in the project and
discussions for a student campaign in support of the Solar cycleway and
community corridor are underway. The headteacher has reiterated his support
and is eager to liaise with other schools to highlight the numerous positive
benefits of this proposal.
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Many local residents have been in support of the project, an example of this is illustrated by
91-year-old Audrey Crebbin, a local Graveney villager who compiled a sincere and heartfelt
letter which encapsulates a forward-thinking vision from a person who shares a kinship with
the land, her wisdom and willingness to embrace change can be seen in the letter found
below:

21

In Summary
It is evident that there is tremendous support for this initiative. As a campaign group, we
have produced a comprehensive proposal which sets out an option to give back to the
community in a new and exciting way, which is supportive of the green nature of the Solar
Park itself and fits with local and national policy frameworks. There is no doubt that this
will enhance the local area and give locals opportunities to get outdoors in a safe way, as
well as working together to build a stronger, more inclusive community.
All we ask is for stakeholders to have an open mind and give this proposal due
consideration. If we work together, maybe just maybe we might get an amazing space to
benefit us all!
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Appendix C: Our poster
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